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Maragra Açúcar makes a valuable contribution to Mozambiqueʼs economy. 
Due to the relative labour intensity of sugar production, compared to other 
agricultural crops, as well as the large number of smallholder farmers in the 
value chain, the economic multiplier effects are significant. 

Maragraʼs primary investor is Illovo Sugar Africa which, with sugar and downstream businesses in 
six southern African countries, is Africaʼs largest sugar producer.  Illovo holds a 90% share in 
Maragra while the balance of shares are owned by a private investor, representing the interests 
of the Petiz Family who originally owned and operated Maragra prior to the sale of 50% of the 
business to Illovo in 1997.

The information and data presented in this document originates from an independent and external 
socio-economic impact study undertaken on behalf of Illovo by an international company based in 
the United Kingdom, Corporate Citizenship. Its findings are based on the operational and 
financial performance for the financial year ended March 2017 during which 687 000 tons of 
cane supplied by Maragraʼs own agricultural operations and by outgrowers was crushed to 
produce 
73 000 tons of sugar.
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